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THE 

H  I  ST  O  it  Y 

OF  ^  - 

Valentine  and  Orson. 
CHAP.  I. 

Tke  BinnJ}iment  of  the  Lady  Bellifant^  who  is 
(lelvvered  of  Valentine  and  Or/on  at  one  ^ 

Birth,  in  a  zvood^ 

r  r  is  recorded,  that  PEPEN,  King  of 
A  France,  had  a  fair  fitter  named  Belli- 
f3 nt,  who  was  married  to  Alexander,  the 
EiTipeior  of  Greece^  and  by  him  carried 
!o  bis  Capital  at  Conftantinople ;  from 
whence,  afier  having  lived  v^ith  great 
virtue,  {fie  was  banifhed  through  the 
means  of  a  falfe  accufer^  whom  (he  had 
feverely  checked  for  his  imprudence  ;  and 
ti^ough  at  the  fame  time  fhe  was  big 
with  ChiW,  yet  Ihe  was  compelled  ta 


(    3  ) 


leave  her  hufband's  empire,  to  the  great 
regret  of  the  people,  attended  only  with 
a  fquire  named  Blandiman. 

After  great  fatigue  and  travel,  (he  ar- 
rived in  the  foreft  of  Orleans^  where  find- 
ing  her  pains  conne  thick  upon  her,  fiie 
difmiffed  her  attendant  for  a  midwife, 
but  before  hjs  return  v/as  delivered  oF 
two  lovely  children-,  one  of  which  was 
conveyed  away  by  a  (he  bear,  but  (he 
willing  to  fave  it  purfued  on  her  hands 
and  knees,  leaving  the  other  behind. 

But  before  her  return,  King  Pepin  being 
a  hunting  in  the  foreft,  came  to  the  tree 
where  (he  left  the  other  babe,  and  caufing 
it  to  be  taken  up,  fent  it  to  nurfe,  ano. 
when  it  grew  up  called  his  name  Valen- 
tine.— Blandiman  at  length  came  back^ 
and  inftead  of  finding  his  miftrefs  found 
her  brother  Pepin  at  the  tree,  to  which  he 
declared  all  that  had  happened,  and  how 
his  fifler  was  baniflied  through  the  falfc: 
fuggettions  of  the  arch  prieft  ;  which 
when  King  Pepin  heard  he  was  greatly  en  - 
raged againil  the  lady  Belli  fan  t,  faying 
the  Emperor  ought  to  have  put  her  to 
death  ;  fo  leaving  Blandiman,  he  returned 
to  his  nobles  at  Paris, — -The  lady  Belli- 
fant  having  followed  the  bear  to  no  pur- 
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pofe,  returned  to  the  place  where  (lie  had 
left  the  other  babe;  but  great  was  her 
forrow  when  Blandiman  faid  he  had  feen 
her  brother  Pepin,  but  could  tell  nothing 
of  the  child  ;  and  having  comforted  her 
for  the  lofs  of  it,  they  went  to  the  fea  fide 
took  ftiipping,  and  arrived  at  the  callle 
of  the  Giant  Feragus^  in  PoitugaK 

AH  this  while  the  bear  nourifiied  the 
infant  amongft  her  yonng  odes,  until  at 
length  it  grew  up  a  wild  hairy  man,  do- 
ing great  mifchief  to  all  that  paffed  thro' 
the  foreft  ;  in  which  we  will  leave  him, 
ai)d  return  to  the  arch  prieft,  who  did 
great  mifchief,  till  he  was  impeached  by 
;?  merchant  of  having  wrongfully  accufed 
the  Emprefsj  upon  which  they  fought^ 
and  the  merchant  conquering,  made  the 
prieR  confefi  all  hr's  treafons,  the  Em^ 
pcror  wrote  about  It  to  the  King  of 
France,  and  he  was  banged. 
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CHAP  11. 

Falcntine  conquers  Ins  Brother  in  the  foreji  of 
Orleans* 

NOW  \\^as  Valentine  grown  a  lufty 
young  man,  and  by  the  King  as 
greatly  beloved  as  if  he  had  been  his  own 
fon  :  commanding  him  to  be  taught  the 
ufe  ofarms,  in  which  he  foon  became  fo 
expert,  that  few  in  the  court  dared  to  en* 
counter  him  :  which  made  Hufray  and 
Heny  tlK  King's  baftard  Ions  exceedingly 
envy  him.  At  this  jonfture  great  com- 
plaints were  made  againft  the  Wild  Man, 
from  whom  no  Knight  had  efcaped  witli 
hiUife,  that  had  encountered  him  ;  whicli 
made  the  King  promife  a  thoufand  marks 
to  any  that  would  bring  him  dead  or  alive^ 
which  offer  none  dare  except  ;  but  Hu- 
fray and  Henry  defired  King  Pepin  to 
fend  Valentine,  with  a  view  of  getting 
rid  of  fo  powerful  a  rival  in  the  King's  fa- 
vour, but  his  Majefty  feeing  their  malady, 
was  very  angry,  telling  theo),  he  would 
rather  lofe  the  belt  Baron  in  the  land. 


However  Valentine  defired  leave  ot 
his  Majefty  to  go  to  the  forefi:,  refolving 
either  to  conquer  the  Wild  Man,  or  die 
ii^  the  attempt.  Accordingly  having  fur- 
nifhed  hiaifelf  with  a  good  horfe  and 
arms,  he  fet  forward  on  his  journey,  and 
after  two  days  travelling,  he  arrived  in 
the  foreft;  in  the  evening  he  tied  his 
horfe  to  a  large  fpreading  oak,  and  got 
up  in  a  tree  himfelf,  for  his  fecurity, 
where  he  refted  that  night. 

Next  morning  he  beheld  the  Wild  Man 
traverfing  the  forefl:  in  fearch  of  his  prey, 
at  length  he  came  to  the  tree  where  Va- 
lentine's horfe  Rood,  from  whom  he  pul- 
led many  hairs,  upon  which  the  horfe 
kicked  him.  The  Wild  Man  feeling  the 
pain,  was  going  to  tear  him  to  piece?) 
which  Valentine  feeing,  made  figns  as  if 
he  would  fight  him,  and  accordingly  he 
leaped  down,  and  gave  him  a  blow,  but 
the  Wild  Man  caught  him  and  threw  him 
to  the  gVound.  Then  taking  up  Valen- 
tine's fl^ield,  be  beheld  it  with  amaze, 
with  refpeCl  to  the  divers  colours  thereon 
emblazoned. 

Valentine  being  niuch  bruifed,  got  up 
and  went  towards  his  brother  in  great  an- 
ger :  but  Orfon  ran  to  a  treej  and  then 
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they  engaged;  but  both  being  terrible 
wounded  gave  out  by  confent ;  after 
which  Valentine  fignified  to  Orfon,  that 

,if  he  would  yield  to  him,  he  would  or- 
der matters  fo  as  he  fhould  become  a  ra- 
tional  creature. 

Orfon  thinking  that  he  meant  him  no 
Harm,  ftretched  forth  his  hand  ta  him  ; 
upon  which  he  bound  him,  and  then  led 
him  to  Paris,  where  he  prefented  him  to 
King  Pepin,  who  had  the  Wild  Man  bap- 
tized  by  the  name  of  Orfon,  from  his  be- 
ing taken  in  a  wood.  Orfon 's  aftions 
during  their  ftay  there  very  much  amufed 
the  court,  that  at  length  the  Duke  of  Ac- 
quitain  fent  letters  importing,  that  who- 

.  foever  would  overthrow  the  Green 
Knight,  a  pagan  champion,  fhould  have 
his  daughter  Fazon  in  marriage.  Upon 
which  propofition  Valentine  fet  out  for 
that  province,  attended  by  his  brother 
Orfon,  by  which  means  he  canie  to  the 
knowledge  of  his  parents,  as  we  fliall  find 
hereafter. 
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CHAP.  III. 

The  Jight  between  Orfon  and  the  Green 
Knight* 

AFTER  a  long  journey,  Vatentine  and 
Orfon  arrived  at  Duke  Savary's  pa- 
lace in  Acquitain ;  and  making  known 
the  reafoa  that  they  came  there,  were 
prefented  to  Fazon;  to  whom  Valentine 
thus  addreffed  himfelf : 

"  Sweet  creature,  King  Pepin  has  fent 
me  hither  with  the  braveft  Knight  in  all 
his  realm  to  fight  the  Green  Knight,  who 
though  he  his  dumb  and  naked,  is  endued 
with  fuch  valour,  that  no  Knight  under 
the  fun  is  able  to  cope  with  him." 

During  this  fpeech  fhe  viewed  Orfon 
narrowly,  and  he  her;  but  fupper  coming 
in,  interrupted  them,  and  they  fat  down 
to  cat. 

Whilft  they  were  in  the  midft  of  all 
their  feaftings,  the  Green  Knight  entered 
faying,  Duke  Acquitain  hafl  thou  any 
more  Knights  to  cope  with  me  for  thy 
daughter?  Yes,  replied  the  Duke,  I 
have  feventeen,  and  then  (hewed  them  to 
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him.  The  Green  Knight  then  faid  to 
them,  eat  your  fill,  for  to-morrow  will 
be  your  lafl:.  Orfon  hearing  what  he 
faid,  was  much  incenfed  againft  him,  and 
fuddenly  rlGng  from  the  table,  threw  the 
Green  Knight  with  fuch  force  againft  the 
wall  as  laid  him  dead  for  fome  time ; 
which  very  much  pleafed  the  whole  com- 
pany. 

Next  day  many  Knights  went  to  figh^ 
the  Green  Knight,  but  he  overcame  and 
flew  them  all ;  till  at  laft,  Orfon  being 
armed  in  Valentine's  armour,  came  to  the 
Green  Knight's  pavilion,  and  defying  him, 
they  began  the  moft  defperate  combat 
as  ever  was  heard  of,  and  the  Green 
Knight  made  fo  great  a  ftroke  at  him,  as 
to  cut  of  the  top  of  his  helmit,  half  his 
ihield,  and  wounded  him  much.  But 
this  ferved  only  to  enrage  the  valiant 
Orfon,  who  coming  up  to  him  on  foot, 
took  hold  of  him,  and  pulled  him  from 
his  horfe,  got  aftride  him,  andwasjuft 
going  to  kill  him,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  fudden  arrival  of  Valentine,  who  in- 
terceded with  Orfon  to  fpare  his  life,  on 
condition  of  his  turning  Chriftian,  and 
acquainting  King  Pepin  how  he  was  con- 
quered. 
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The  Green  Knight  having  promifcd  to 
perfornri  all  that  was  defired,  they  led  him 
prifoner  to  the  city  of  Acquitain,  and  the 
Duke  received  them  with  great  joy,  and 
offered  the  lady  Fazpn  to  Orfon  ;  but  he 
would  not  marry  her  till  his  brother  had 
won  the  Green  Knight's  fitter,  lady  Cleri- 
mond ;  not  till  they  had  talked  with  the 
enchanted  head  of  brafs  toknow  his  parents, 
and  get  the  proper  ufe  of  his  tongue ;  which 
when  the  lady  knew  Che  was  very  forry,  be- 
caufe  ftie  loved  Orfon,  and  wasrefolved  to 
marry  none  but  him,  who  had  so  nobly 
conquered  the  Green  Knight. 

^  iipt    0fi  *p»    *P'    •P*  'T*^  V  V    *r*    ^*  *I» 

CHAP.  IV. 

Valentine  avd  Orfon  go  in  fearcJi  of  Lady 
Clerimond^  who  had  the  Brazen  Head 
in  her  poffejjion. 

V U.ENTINE  and  Orfon  having  taken 
cave  of  ri  D,4ke  of  Acquitain  and 
his  daogbver  F'^zon,  pr^)ceeded  on  their 
jpuroey^  in  fe^rch  f  the  adv  Oerimond, 
and  at  lafl  cr^i.e  tc  i  m  v  r  of  bvunilhed 
brafs;  which  ?^p  ^'^      ,   '/i  they  difeo* 
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vered  to  be  kept  by  Clenmond,  fifler  to 
Feragus  and  the  defeated  Green  Knight^ 
and  having  demanded  entrance  was  refufed 
*  it  by  the  centinal  who  guarded  the  gate^ 
which  provoked  Valentine  to  that  degree, 
that  he  run  againft  him  with  fuch  fury  that 
the  centinal  feli  down  dead  immediately. 

The  lady  Clerimond  beheld  ail  this  dis- 
pute, and  feeing  them  brave  Knights,  re- 
ceived them  courteoufly. — -Valentine  hav- 
ing prefented  tokensfrom  the  Green  Knight 
told  her,  he  came  there  for  the  love  of 
her,  and  to  difcourfe  with  the  Allfcnowing 
Head,  concerning  their  parents.  After 
dinner,  the  lady  took  them  by  th^hand, 
and  led  them  to  the  chamber  of  rarieties, 
where  the  Head  was  placed  between  four 
pillars  of  pure  jafper,when,  as  they  entered 
it  made  the  following  fpeech  to  Valentine: 
Thou  famous  Knight  of  royal  extradl 
art  called  Valentine  the  valient,  who  of 
right  ought  to  marry  the  lady  Clerimond. 
Thou  art,  fon  to  the  Emperor  of  Greece 
EmprefsBellifant,  who  is  now  in  the  caftlc 
of  Feragus,  in  Portugal,  where  they  have 
rcfided  for  twenty  years.  King  Pepin  is 
thine  uncle,  and  the  Wild  Man  thy  bro- 
ther ;  the  Emprefs  Bellifant  brought  ye 
two  forth  in  the  foreft  of  Orleans ;  he  was 
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idketi  away  by  a  ravenous  bear,  aiid 
waft  taken  up  by  thy  uncle*  Pepin,  who 
brought  thee  up  to  man's  eftate.  Moreover 
I  likewife  tell  thee,  that  thy  brother  (hall 
never  fpeak  till  thou  cutteft  the  thread  that 
grows  under  his  tongue.  ^ 

The  Brazen  Head  having  ended  his 
fpeech,  Valentine  embraced  Orfon  and  cut 
the  thread  whicb  grew  under  his  tongue ; 
and  he  dire6lly  related  many  furprifing 
things.  After  which  Valentine  married 
Lady  Clerimond^  but  not  beft)re  flie  turned 
Chriftian. 

In  this  caftle  lived  a  dwarf,  named  Pa- 
colet,  who  was  an  enchanter,  and  by  his 
art  had  contrived  a  horfe  of  wood,  and  in 
the  ft>rehead  a  fixed  pin,  by  turning  of 
which  he  could  convey  himfelf  to  the  far- 
theft  part  of  the  world. 

This  enchanter  flies  to  Portugal,  and  in- 
forms Feragus  of  his  fitter's  nuptials,  and 
of  her  turning  Chriftian  ;  which  fo  enraged 
him  that  he  fwore  by  Mahomet  he  would 
make  her  rue  it,  and  thereupon  he  got 
ready  his  fleet,  aud  failed  towards  the  cas- 
tle of  Clerimond,  where  when  he  arrived 
he  concealed  his  malice  from  his  fiftcr,  and 
alfo  the  two  Knights,  telling  them  that  he 
came  to  fetch  them  into  Portugal,  the  bet- 
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ter  to  folemnize  themarriagc,  and  he  would 
turn  Chriftian  at  their  arrival  at  the  caftle, 
all  which  they  believed^  and  foon  after  em-» 
barked  with  him.  When  he  had  got  them 
on  board,  he  ordered  them  J^e  put  in 
irons,  which  fo  grieved  his  fifter  Clerimondt 
that  fhe  would  have  t^;[rown  herfelf  into 
the  fea  had  fhe  not  been  ftopped. 

CHAP.  V. 

Pecolet  cotiforis  the  Ladies,  dnd  delivers 
Valentine  and  Or/on  out  of  Prifon. 

WHEN  they  were  come  to  Portugal, 
he  pat  Valentine  and  Oifon  in  a 
dungeon,  fed  them  with  bread  and  water, 
but  allowed  his  fifter  Clerimond  the  liberty 
of  the  caftle,  where  (he  meets  the  Emprefs 
Bellifant,  who  had  been  confined  twenty 
year^  in  the  caftle  of  Feragus;  Sh^  feeing 
her  fo  full  of  grief,  comforts  her,  enquiring 
the  reafon  which  fhe  told  her.  The  Em 
prefs  was  mighty  grieved,  but  Pacolet 
comforted  them  by  telling  them  he  fhould 
releafe  them  all  that  evening,  which  he  ac- 
cordingly did  hi  the  following  manner  : 
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In  the  d«ad  of  the  night  he  goes  to  the 
dungeon,  where  lay  Valentine  and  Orfon 
bound  in  chains,  and  touching,  the  doors 
with  his  magical  wand  they  flew  open  ;  and 
coming  ta  the  Knights>  he  releafed  them 
and  conqv^^ed  them  to  the  apartment 
where  Beliifant  and  Clerimond  were,  who 
were  exceedingly  tranfported  ;  but  Pacolet 
hindered  them  from  difcourling  long  by 
telling  them  they  rauft  depart  before  the 
guards  of  Feragus  aw<<ked»  which  would 
put  a  ftop  to  his  proceedings. 

So  Pacolet  led  them  to  the  gates  of  the 
caftlc,  and  having  prepared  a  (hip  he  con- 
veyed them  to  Lady  Fazon^  at  the  City  of 
Acquitain  ;  next  morning  when  Feragus 
heard  of  their  efcape,  he  was  enraged  to  the 
laft  degree.  The  Knights  and  Ladies  being 
out  of  danger^  foon  arrived  at  Acquitain, 
to  the  great  joy  of  Lady  Fazon,  who  was 
foon  after  married  to  Orfon  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  ;  upon  which  tilts  and  tournaments 
were  performed  for  many  days ;  but  Va- 
lentine carried  the  prize  by  overthrowing 
at  leaft  above  an  hundred  brave  Knights. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Valentine  dies y  and  Or/on  turns  Hermit* 

NOW  Valentine  being  greatly  diftreffcd 
in  his  mind  for  the  death  of  his  fa- 
%  ther,  (who  lately  died)  rcfolved  to  make  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre;  and 
thereupon  taking  leave  of  his  wife  CJeri- 
mond  ;  and  giving  the  government  of  the 
Empire  unto  his  brother,  he  departed,  to 
tlie  great  forrow  of  all,  particular  his  mo- 
ther Bellifant,  and  the  fair  Clerimond. 

Valentine,  after  feven  years  absence  re- 
turned,  dreffed  like  a  poor  palmer,  begging 
viftuals  at  the  gate  of  his  own  palace  ;  and 
at  length  being  Cck  and  about  to  die,  he 
called  for  Clerimond  and  made  himfeif 
"  known  to  her,  at  which  flie  was  ready  to 
give  up  the  ghoft. 

At  laft  having  recommended  the  care  of 
her  to  his  brother,  and  the  Emprefs^  his 
dear  mother,  and  bleffing  of  them,  he 
turned  on  one  fide,  and  breathed  out  his 
noble  foul  from  his  iiluftrious  body,  to  the 
great  grief  of  ail  the  valiant  Knights  of 
Chriftendom,  to  whom  he  had  been  a  no- 
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ble  example,  and  a  generous  reliever  of  — 
But  Glerimond  never  could  efpoufe  any 
one,  but  betook  her  to  a  fingle  life,  always 
lamenting  the  loss  of  her  beloved  hufband 
After  his  death,  Orfon  governed  the  Em-* 
pire  with  great  wifdom  and  juftice  for  feven 
years,  tjil  at  length,  feeing  the  frail  ftate  of 
human  afFans,  he  gave  the  charge  of  his 
Empire,  Wife,  and  Children,  to  the  Green 
Kmght,  and  then  turning  Hermit,  he  be- 
came a  refident  of  the  forefts  and  woods 
where,  after  living  to  a  great  age,  this  magi 
naniraous  and  invincible  hero  furrendered 
up  his  body  unto  never  fparing  death,  and 
his  foul  to  the  immortal  deities  of  whofe 
attributes  it  had  a  true  refeniblance. 

Thus  reader, you  may  fee  that  none  ^ith.liand 
Tho  great  tn  valour,  or  in  -vaji  command, 
Themightyforce  of  death's  aUconquering  hand. 


Finis.  ^ 


